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PART II.

1.   Bemember, now, that our river is only one of
many hundreds which How across this country, and that
there are thousands more in other countries where the
same thing may be seen which we have been watching
to-day.    They are all flooded when heavy rains come:
they all flow downwards; and all of them carry more
or less mud along with them,

2.  As we walk homewards again, it will be well to
put together some of the chief features of this day's
experience.    We have  seen that sometimes  the sky
is clear and blue, with the sun shining brightly and
warmly in it; that sometimes clouds come across the
sky, and that when they gather thickly rain is apt to
falL     We have seen  that a river flows;  that it is
swollen by heavy rain, and that when swollen it is apt
to be muddy.    In this way we have learnt that there
is a close connection between the sky above us and the
earth under our feet.    In the morning, it seemed but a
little thing that clouds should be seen gathering over-
head ; and yet, ere evening fell, these clouds led by
degrees to the flooding of the river, the sweeping down
of trees, and fences, and farm produce; and it might
even be to the destruction of bridges, the inundation of
fields and villages and towns, and a large destruction
of human life and property.

3.  But perhaps you live in a large town and have
no opportunity of seeing such country sights as I have
been describing, and in that case you may naturally
enough imagine that these things cannot have much